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Kentucky Jails
Model Policies and Procedures

	Policy #

Suicide Prevention
	

	This policy is for internal use only.

	Applicable Kentucky Statutes: 210.365; 441.047;441.048 ; 202A.011

	Applicable Kentucky Regulations: 501 KAR 3:020, 501 KAR 3:060

	ACA 5-ALDF-4C-31

	Date Implemented:  August 2026
Signature: 


	Review Date:


I. Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to direct the screening and care of prisoners who, after proper screening, are determined to be in need of care for mental health, suicide, and acquired brain injury afflictions.
II. Policy: It is the policy of this jail to provide adequate mental health care for those persons incarcerated in the jail.
III. Definitions: 
A. Intake Screening: The collection of information related to physical and mental health during the intake process for purposes of identifying prisoners who have immediate physical or mental health needs or who will require specialized housing due to their condition under the jail classification policy.
B. Booking Officer: The person responsible for collecting and documenting all admission documents prior to placing the prisoner in lock-up.

C. Suicide Watch: means any level of supervision, observation, or other measure directed at preventing self-harm.

D. Medical Authority: Medically licensed and certified physician employed by or contracted by the jail to direct and provide medical/mental health services to the jail.
E. Mental Health Professional: A licensed mental health professional employed or contracted by the jail to supervise and provide mental health evaluation and care to prisoners at the jail.

IV. Procedure:

A. Intake Screening: The booking officer shall conduct a suicide screening of all persons who are to be booked into the jail.
1. Every prisoner, upon admittance to detention shall be screened for mental health risk issues, including mental illness, suicide, intellectual disability, and acquired brain injury, by the personnel of the facility in which the prisoner is to be detained.

2. The booking officer will determine if the prisoner has had prior admittance to the jail and shall then access the prisoner’s records and specifically search for documentation regarding prior suicidal tendencies or suicidal attempts.  This information shall be considered during the suicide screening and prisoner evaluation. 

3. As part of the evaluation the prisoner’s mental state and physical condition shall be considered.

4. Complete a medical health screening form which has been approved by the medical authority (see sample provided)

5. (Jails Participating in Jail Triage Crisis Line 210.365) 
a. The Booking/Screening officer shall ensure that a “Jail Intake Assessment” form has been completed by the arresting officer.

b. The Booking/Screening Officer shall complete and document the “Inmate Booking Screening Questions” form.

c. Where the triage system indicates levels of behavioral risks, the jail shall implement the recommended protocols for housing, supervision, and care delivery that match the level of risk.

6. Complete a mental health screening form:

a. BJMHS (Brief Jail Mental Health Screen) for male prisoners.

b. CMHS-W (Correctional Mental Health Screen for Women) for female prisoners.

7. In any case where it is indicated that the prisoner is in need of immediate medical or psychological care, the jail shall cause the prisoner to receive immediate treatment consistent with the medical or psychological need.

8. In an emergency, emergency medical services shall be notified for immediate response.

B. A prisoner who is identified as a suicide risk should be evaluated by a mental health professional as soon as practical 
C. Where clothing may be an instrument of a suicide attempt, the prisoner should be changed into an anti-suicide smock. 

D. All personal belongings should be removed from the prisoner and from the cell he/or she is detained in.  

E. Jail personnel shall conduct and document direct in-person surveillance, on an irregular schedule at least every twenty (20) minutes on suicidal prisoners. 501 KAR. 3:060) 
F. During cell checks must include actual observation of the prisoner and the cell for any evidence of conditions preparing for suicide.
G. Staff assigned to monitor via cameras should ensure that observation occurs at sufficient intervals to ensure that any changes occurring in the cell are alerted.   Additionally at any point that the prisoner cannot be seen, notification to officers responsible for physical checks should be made.

H. Modification to suicide or mental health protocols should be made with consultation with a mental health professional and the Jailer
I. A prisoner who is placed on suicide watch should not be taken off suicide watch except on the direction of a mental health professional that has completed a suicide risk evaluation.

V. Training: All facility staff that has prisoner contact shall receive training as follows:
A. The warning signs and symptoms of prisoners at risk of suicide;

B. Why jail environments are conducive to suicidal behavior;

C. High-risk suicide periods;
D. Potential pre-disposing factors to suicide; 

E. Procedure and methods for responding to prisoners who exhibit pre-disposition to suicide;
F. Observation techniques;

G. Searches of prisoners who are placed on suicide watch;

H. Emergency procedures for responding to a suicide attempt;

I. Location and use of cut-down tools and other emergency response supplies; 
J. Signs, symptoms, and response to mental illness;

K. How to refer a prisoner with mental health needs for appropriate care.

VI. Reporting: Jails housing state prisoners must report serious suicide attempts and suicides to the Department of Corrections. (See: Extraordinary Occurrence Form).   A telephonic report to the department shall be made of all extraordinary or unusual occurrences with twenty-four (24) hours of the occurrence, and a final written report shall be made within forty-eight (48) hours.  This report shall be placed in the jail record.  
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