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Kentucky Jails 
Model Policies and Procedures
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Taser
	Related Policies: Use of Force

	This policy is for internal use only. 

	Applicable Kentucky Statutes: 

	Applicable Kentucky Regulation: 501 KAR 3:060

	ACA 5-ADLF-2B-08



	Date Implemented:
Signature:


	Review Date:


I. Purpose: 

The purpose of this policy is to direct officers in the appropriate use of force when using an electronic control device (Taser.) 

II. Policy: 

The policy of the jail is to use force only when necessary for the security of the jail and the safety of staff and inmates.  Force will be balanced against the rights and safety of the inmate.  All uses of force must be incompliance with the jail’s use of force policy. 

III. Procedure: 
A. If a weapon, ammunition, chemical agent, or related security equipment is not being carried or used, as authorized by the jailer or jail administrator, it shall be stored in an arsenal, vault, or other secure room under lock.

1. The weapons storage area shall be inaccessible to unauthorized persons.

2. A log accounting for the issuance and accounting for all weapons shall be filled out and signed by the issuing officer and the officer receiving the weapon as soon as practical.

B. An electronic control device as a force option is the same level of force as chemical spray.

C. An electronic control device deployment shall not be considered for the passively resistant inmate. Active resistance/active aggression shall be required.

D. Officers must be trained concerning the ability of electrical charge to act as an ignition for combustible materials.  (Note: Officers have been seriously injured and or killed after deploying an Electronic Control Device in the presence of open natural gas. 

E. The agency recognizes however, particularly where back-up officers are unavailable, that multiple applications may be necessary to gain or maintain control of a combative individual. 

F. No more than one officer should deploy an electronic control device against a single inmate at the same time.

G. The preferred targeting is the center mass of the inmate’s back; however, it is recognized that it is not always possible to get behind the inmate. 

H. Where back-targeting is not possible, officers shall avoid chest shots where possible.

I. Officers shall make all reasonable efforts to avoid striking inmates in the head, neck, eyes, or genitals.

J. Officers are prohibited from using the device as a punitive measure.

K. Officers shall make all efforts to warn offenders and other officers that a deployment is about to occur. 

L. The device shall never be used on a handcuffed inmate to force compliance unless the subject poses a violent threat to the officer through physical conduct and cannot otherwise be controlled.

M. Officers should consider the location and environment of the subject.  i.e. Is the subject at the top of a stairwell such that when incapacitated by the Electronic Control Device-they fall down the stairs causing an injury.

N. Officers should be aware that a subject’s heavy clothing may impact the effectiveness of the electronic control device.

O. Officers should consider whether the inmate has been exposed to combustible elements that may be on their person such as cleaning chemicals.  The use of an Electronic Control Device on such inmates may cause an ignition and fire.

P. Officers should consider the inmate and any vulnerabilities they may have such as: an inmate who is small in stature, elderly pregnant, or very frail will be more dramatically impacted.

Q. Where an inmate is pregnant, officers should only use the device as a last resort.  

R. Alternative tactics should be utilized where the officer has prior information that the subject suffers from a disability which would increase the danger to that person by using the Electronic Control Device. 

S. In cases where the probes have penetrated an inmate’s skin, removal shall be conducted by medically trained officers.  Deployed probes that have been removed from an inmate should be treated as a biohazard. 

T. Where EMS is available, their services may be utilized for the removal of darts that have penetrated the skin if such removal can be accomplished without causing further injury or pain to the subject.

U. Inmates who have been the subject of an Electronic Control Device deployment shall be cleared medically and monitored for a period with a focus on symptoms of physical distress.   

V. An inmate who appears to be having any form of physical distress following the deployment of an ECD, shall be transported to a medical facility for a medical examination. 

W. Mandatory Medical Clearance:

1. Inmates struck in a sensitive area-eyes, head, genitals, female breasts.

2. Where the probes have penetrated the skin and cannot be safely removed. 

3. Inmates who do not appear to have fully recovered after a short period of time.

4. Pregnant inmates.  

5. Inmates with existing medical condition that increases danger and the elderly.

X. All deployments of an Electronic Control Device shall be documented including those cases where a subject complies once threatened with such a device.  By documenting the non-discharge uses, an agency establishes officer judgment and control as well as the deterrent effect of this tool.

Y. Photographs of the affected area shall be taken following the removal of darts from the subject to document any injury.  Where the push-stun method has been used, photographs are extremely important due to the increased potential for this method to cause scaring.

Z. Officers are required to complete a “use of force report” which shall be reviewed by a supervisor. 

AA. All deployments shall be reviewed by the agency as well as training personnel. 

AB. All ECD units will be audited monthly to ensure that all deployment/activations have been reported as required. 
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