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Growing up with
social media




Lexington Police Department & - Follow
December 31, 2018 - £*

No words. @

\lispy fiverme

DOUGHNUTS:
5 v

N

Ty

=TT


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Czz-C5Qj2M
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Tweet Settings

Krispy Kreme @
@krispykreme

< We're thinking of you during this
difficult time...and have more
doughnuts on the way! &

Lexington Police @lexkypolice
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Your post "No words. &))" is close to 6,000 likes. Boost it
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Your digital persona

How are you using
social media?

e Personal

e Public official

e (Candidate
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Social media: A love-hate relationship




How are people using social media

Pew Research
Center

e YouTlube: 84%
e Facebook: 71%

* |nstagram: 50%

June 2025

% of U.S. adults who say they ever use ...
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= YouTube
= Facebook
Instagram
Pinterest
« TikTok
Linkedin
= WhatsApp
= Snapchat
= X (formerly
Twitter)
Reddit
BeReal
= Nextdoor
Threads
= Bluesky
Truth Social



Social media policy

Boone County Fiscal Court

Boone County Kentucky - Government &

1
A
n‘n Government Organization - 2950 Washington Street - Closed now
= - See posts for service changes - 16K followers

Welcome to the official page of the Boone County Fiscal Court
in Boone County, Kentucky.

&) 7 posts in the last 2 weeks

Following

About
Intro
Category
Details
Links
Contact info

Privacy and legal info

Kentucky Association of Counties

Privacy Policy

https://cms7.revize.com/revize/boonecountyky/social_media_
policy.php

Description

B

Welcome to the official Boone County, Kentucky government
Facebook page. Here, you'll find useful information about
events, resources and programs in the County - and the latest
news and initiatives from the Boone County Fiscal Court. We
respectfully ask that everyone participate with kindness and
decorum. Please keep in mind that all comments are subject to
open records requests. Learn more about the County's social
media policy.

www.boonecountyky.org/socialmediapolicy



ocial media policy
Lexington-Fayette
Urban County Government
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Legal Risks




Lindke v. Freed

U.S. Supreme Court (2024)



Lindke v. Freed

1st Amendment social mediaissues

e Removal of comments

* Blocking of individuals

Kentucky Association of Counties



Lindke v. Freed

Port Huron city manager Facebook account

* Dual purpose account
* Deleted negative posts

* |Impermissible viewpoint discrimination

Kentucky Association of Counties



Lindke v. Freed

Constitutional test

 Official must have actual authority to speak
on behalf of the government; and

* Must be exercising that power when
creating the social media post in question

Kentucky Association of Counties



Government social media

Official pages

* Labelthe page * (Create aviewpoint-neutral
soclal media policy

n.  Warren County KY Gov
‘% Government Organization - 428 E 10th Ave, Ste 201, Bowling Green, KY - Open now - See posts

far service changes - 14K followers

- Warren County, KY Government - Communication through agency-related social media
is considered a public record under KRS 171.410(1) and will be managed under the terms...

= 9 posts in the last 2 weeks

Following
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Government social media

Comments

e Allow all or none

* Profanity, harassment,
threats, spam

e Open Records Act

i\
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Government social media

Social media managers

* Train staff on appropriate use
* Do they have authority under Lindke?

e Consultwith county attorney when issues
arise

Kentucky Association of Counties



Government social media

Do not block individuals!



Personal vs government official page

Disclaimers and content

* Personal page

* “Viewpoints are my own”

 Stickto non-
governmental topics
(no mixed use)

Kentucky Association of Counties

Brenna Angel (Brenna Gallegos)

7765 friends

Q Lexington, KY

All Abo

Personal details

@ Lives in Lexington, Kentucky

@ From Lexington, Kentucky

@ Female

Work

Kentucky Association of Counties - KACo
Director of Communications




An evolving
area of the law...
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Brenna Angel Rich Ornstein

Director of Communications Staff Attorney
brenna.angel@kaco.org rich.ornstein@kaco.org
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